
150 years ago the Transcontinental Railroad that stretched across the United States of America and linked the east 
and west coasts was completed. Facing poverty and civil war at home, laborers from Guangdong Province in 

China left home to make a living to support their families. Chinese immigrants were recruited by railroad labor con-
tractors to do the dangerous and difficult jobs such as blasting areas with explosives, laying track, and carrying 
heavy cargo in extremely hot and cold weather. The Chinese laborers would eventually create a transportation 

system that would easily connect people and trade goods. 

Railroad laborers marked the first wave of Chinese immigrants to come work in the United States. They were paid 
the lowest wage and had to take on the dangerous jobs. Today, Chinese Americans are not only railroad workers. 
They hold various jobs that contribute to the workforce. Look around your community. What kind of different jobs 

do you see Chinese Americans working in? Draw some of the jobs or kinds of work you see.  
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